
 Today is the first Sunday of Advent, 
which is also the first Sunday of the 
new liturgical year. Advent is a time 
of preparation for the coming of the 
Lord. In this season, we recall two 
central elements of our faith: the 
final coming of the Lord in glory and 
the incarnation of the Lord in the 
birth of Jesus. The key themes of the 
Advent season are watchful waiting, 
preparation, and justice.

In this new liturgical year, the Gospel 
of Luke will be the primary Gospel 
proclaimed (Lectionary Cycle C). 
Today’s Gospel is taken from the last 
chapter before the passion narrative in 
which Jesus is teaching in the Temple. 
We hear Jesus speak to his disciples 
about the need for vigilance and prayer 
as they wait for the coming of the Son 
of Man in glory. This passage marks 
the conclusion of a lengthy dialogue in 
which Jesus predicts the destruction of 
the Temple in Jerusalem, warns about the 
persecution and tribulations to follow, 
and identifies the signs that will signal 
the coming of the Son of Man in glory.

The community for whom Luke wrote 
his Gospel may have believed that they 
were already experiencing some of the 
events Jesus described. Most scholars 

believe that Luke’s Gospel was written 
after the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans in 70 A.D. At the time, many 
Christians interpreted this event as an 
indication that Jesus’ second coming 
was near.

Though Jesus predicts a time of 
destruction and fear, he indicates 
that others will be frightened; Jesus’ 
disciples are not to fear, but are 
to stand tall. Yet Jesus does not 
promise deliverance from anxiety 
or tribulations. He encourages his 
disciples to pray for strength. The early 
Christian communities did not find 
consolation in the promise of a utopia, 
nor should we. Instead, we find in our 
Christian faith the means by which we 
witness to God’s unfailing love for us 
in all circumstances.

In his person and in his message, 
those who heard Jesus found strength 
and consolation. Like the first 
Christians, we may encounter events 
and circumstances that could lead us 
to despair. Through prayer, however, 
we find strength and consolation in 
Jesus’ words and in his continuing 
presence with us to endure all things 
and to witness to the action of God in 
our world.                  - Loyola Press

Mullumbimby“I am here among you as one who serves.” Luke 22:27

Serving the Catholic Community in the Brunswick Valley

Sunday 23rd May 2021 
Pentecost Sunday, Year B

St John’s Catholic Parish
Parish Invocation: Father I love you, Jesus I thank you, Holy Spirit help us

Liturgy this Week
 This week’s Readings

Acts 2:1-11; Gal 5:16-25;  
Jn 15:26-27, 16:12-15.

Psalm Response
Lord, send out your Spirit,  

and renew the face of the earth.
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
your faithful and kindle in them the 

fire of your love. Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings
Deut 4:32-34, 39-40; Rom 8: 14-17; 

Mt 28:16-20.

PERHAPS nothing breathes more 
strongly than the promise and presence 
of the Spirit in John’s so-called 
“farewell discourse” of Jesus (John 
chapters 14-17), portions of which 
have occupied our attention during the 
last several Sundays of Easter.

Now it is Pentecost. Pentecost 
stands as the culmination of Easter’s 
reflection on the promise of the 
resurrection and as a transition to the 
season of the Trinity.

So the lesson for today invites 
reflection on the assurance of 
the resurrection promises, now 
explored and made real in the varied 
dimensions of Christian life and 
mission. That “abundant life” is the 
promise of the unfolding love of God, 
shown in the glory that is for us in 
the death and resurrection of Jesus 
the Christ and in the abiding presence 
of the Spirit, who confirms that 
promise in our hearts and sends our 
communities into the world to bear 
witness to that good news.

We hear that promise and witness 
in the opening verses of today’s 
lesson. Jesus says “when the Advocate 
comes…” (26). As we have noted 
in previous Sundays, though within 

the narrative of John’s gospel, Jesus 
speaks these words of comfort to his 
disciples just prior to his passion as 
he seeks to console their sense of 
abandonment and fear, these words 
surely are also surely meant for a 
community who now lives in the sure 
and certain truth of the resurrection. 
As heirs of Pentecost this community 
now has indeed received that promised 
Spirit. Now our communities of 
hearers, just as those first disciples, are 
comforted, encouraged, and sent with 
Jesus words of promise.

The opening words of this reading 
for Pentecost underscore the presence 
and the unity of the Trinity. Jesus 
promises the coming of the Spirit, the 
Advocate (parakletos); he claims that 
the mission and sending of the Spirit 
occurs by his authority; and he assures 
us that this Spirit can be trusted.

A similar assertion of this oneness of 
the promise and mission of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit concludes the reading 
for the day. “All that the Father has is 
mine. For this reason I have said that 
[the Spirit] will take what is mine and 
declare it to you” (16:15).

Jesus’ words of promise, mediated 

The Spirit will guide us

Continued on Page 3

Mass/Service Times:
 WEEKDAY SERVICES

Brunswick Heads 
Thursday

Adoration and Rosary 5pm
Readings, Vespers and Eucharist 5.30pm

WEEKEND MASSES
Brunswick Heads

Saturday Vigil 5pm
Mullumbimby
Sunday 8am

FRIDAY ADORATION
Join us on Friday mornings  

at St John’s Church, Mullumbimby.
Adoration 8.30-10am

Rosary 9.30am
All COVID safe rules are in place.

www.lismorediocese.org
Click on the  

YouTube Channel link 
on the bottom right of 

the home page

Join Bishop Greg for Mass 
every Sunday on the Diocese of 

Lismore YouTube Channel

Sun 28th Nov, 2021 
1st Sunday of Advent

Year C
Liturgy this week
This week’s readings

Jer 33:14-16; 1 Thess 3:12-4:2;
Lk 21:25-28, 34-36.

Psalm Response
To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lord, show us your mercyand love, 
and grant us your salvation. Alleluia!

Next week’s readings
Baruch 5:1-9; Phil 1:4-6,8-11;  

Lk 3:1-6.

Mass/Service Times:
WEEKDAY SERVICES

Mullumbimby
Monday 5.15pm

Mass of Thanksgiving for  
Sr Margaret Keane 

Brunswick Heads
Thursday

Adoration and Rosary 5pm
Readings, Vespers and Eucharist 5.30pm

WEEKEND SERVICES
Brunswick Heads

Saturday Vigil 5pm
Mullumbimby 
Sunday 8am

FRIDAY ADORATION
 St John’s Church, Mullumbimby

Adoration 8.30-10am
Rosary 9.30am

Join Bishop 
Greg for 
Sunday Mass 
on the Diocese 
of Lismore 
YouTube 
Channel

www.lismorediocese.org

Find strength in prayer



St John’s Catholic Parish
Brunswick Valley
Address: 15 Murwillumbah Rd
(PO Box 27), Mullumbimby, 2482
Parish email: mullumbimby@
lismore.catholic.org.au

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Fr David Gilbey: 6685 6260
Emergencies: 0419 401 447 

PARISH MANAGER:  
Michelle Davies
Office: Wed & Thur 10am-5.30pm
Phone: 6684 2106

CHURCHES:
St John’s 
15 Murwillumbah Rd,
Mullumbimby
Our Lady of Lourdes
50 Mullumbimbi St,
Brunswick Heads
PARISH SCHOOL: 
St John’s Primary
Principal: Renay Condon
Phone: 6684 2386

l  If you have been in any COVID hot spots in the last 
14 days, we ask you NOT to attend services.
l  Masks are recommended for all in our churches.
l  Limit of 96 people seated in St John’s Church, and 56 
in Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
l  Details must be recorded for each person entering the 
church (Name, Phone/Email), via QR code or list.
l  Social distancing of 1.5m maintained between each 
person. Households do not need to physically distance,
l  Use hand sanitizer on entry and exit,
l  No social gathering before or after Mass,
l  No Holy water, No Sign of peace, Holy Communion 
on the hand only, No Chalice,
l  Weddings/Funerals - church size limits,
l  Churches may open for: Prayer, Confession, Mass/
Services, Baptism and Funerals (church size limits) but 
only after contact with Fr David Gilbey.

Guidelines to attending our Churches 
during the COVID-19 pandemic

We have a 
COVID-19 Safety Plan 
and are committed to 

keeping you safe.

1.5m

Physical 
distancing

Hygiene and 
cleaning

Wellbeing of staff 
and customers

Record 
keeping

Provide feedback on this business 
at nsw.gov.au/covid-feedback

“INVEST WITH PEACE OF MIND”

www.dif.org.au

Current interest rate 
offered to investors

.45% pa

If are unwell or at high risk do not attend any church. 

Over 70s should exercise particular caution. The 
faithful are dispensed from all Holy Days of Obligation. 

1st Collection
Clergy Fund
Bank: NAB, 
Name: Presbyterium Account 
Mullumbimby Parish, 
BSB: 082-729, 
Acc: 50979 7032

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office
If you or a person close to you has been abused by 
someone working or ministering within the Diocese of 
Lismore, we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you 
respectfully, offer support and discuss options you have 
available to you. To contact the Safeguarding Office, 
please phone (02) 6621 9444 or email: 
safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au

www.mbyplism.catholic.edu.au

ENROLLING NOW

Lismore office of the Tribunal
Marriage breakdown is a traumatic 
experience for all concerned. The Catholic 
Church reaches out in support of those 
who are divorced, while upholding the permanence of a 
true Christian marriage. The Lismore Office of the Tribunal 
extends an invitation to any divorced person who would 
like to talk about the annulment process. Your privacy will 
be respected. You will be guided and supported through the 
process if you wish to proceed. Further information: phone 
66217 288 or email: tribunal@lismore.catholic.org.au

11 Murwillumbah Rd 
Mullumbimby

2nd Collection 
Parish Account
Bank: NAB, 
Name: St John’s 
Parish, 
BSB: 082-729, 
Acc: 50979 6718.

Direct Deposit Giving

OLOL
SJC

Rosters: 29/30 May
READER
Mark R

Ruth M

SPECIAL MIN
Dot Andrews

Jenny T

Catholic content online
Diocese of Lismore:  
www.lismorediocese.org 
CathNews: 
www.cathnews.com 
Catholic Leader:
www.catholicleader.com.au
Vatican News:  
www.vaticannews.va
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Acc: 50979 6718.
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l Social distancing of 1.5m maintained between each 
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l Singing only allowed for the fully vaccinated
l No Holy Water, No Sign of peace, Holy Communion 
on the hand only, No Chalice reception.
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Let Us Pray 
Recently deceased: Patricia 
McDonald, Joe Grainey, 
Charles Garrard, Georgina 
Crowe, HRH Prince Philip Duke of 
Edinburgh, Carol Backo.
Anniversaries: Helen Sawtell, 
Col O’Donnell, Peter Dailhou, Peter 
Nicholls, Eileen Pattenden, Claudine 
McNaught, Mary Walker, Vi Walker, 
Sharyn Leroy, Max Jeffries.
Time of need: Anne Arcus, 
Margaret Walker, Margaret 
Lowry, Carol McBride, Ian Mercer, 
Dee Dee Lavell, Joyce Lake, Pat 
Dailhou, Brian Burns, Sr Margaret 
Keane, Shelly and Joseph Singh, 
Peter Murphy, Ron De Costa, Kevin 
Donaghy, Claire Melene, Trisha 
Lloyd, Camilla Reynolds, Peter 
Colville, Fr Andrew Benton.  
Seminarians:
Those training for the Diocese and 
those entering seminaries.

From Page 1
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth peace to people  
of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore 
you, we glorify you, we give you 
thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, 
almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, you take away the 
sins of the world, have mercy on us;  
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer;  
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High,   
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, 
his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

COVID Prayer
Jesus our brother, you travelled 
through towns and villages curing 
every disease and illness among the 
people. At your command the sick 
were made well.
Come to our aid now in this health 
crisis, so that we may know your 
healing love. 
Heal the grieving family and friends of 
those worldwide who have died.
Heal those who are sick, may they 
regain their health and strength.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents 
us from helping one another. 
Heal us from our pride, which makes 
us certain of our health and life apart 
from you. 
Bless health care professionals with 
strength and compassion as they 
selflessly respond to our needs. 
We make this prayer through Christ 
our loving, healing and forgiving 
Lord. Amen.

Diocese Flood Appeal
Donate here: www.lismorediocese.org
Or use this QR code 
Or via online direct 
deposit to the 
following: 
BSB: 037-889 
Acc No: 1061 5829 
Name: DIF Flood Appeal.

Used stamps fight poverty
We are still collecting used stamps for 
Mary MacKillop Today in Sydney. 
Simply cut the stamp off the envelope 
leaving a generous margin of envelope 
all around the stamp. They also accept 
unusual envelopes and covers, stamp 
albums, First Day issues, stamp 
catalogues etc. Place in an envelope 
and put on the plate marked ‘Stamps 
for MMT’.

Rosary Marathon in May
Each day in May, there will be a 
livestream from one of 30 chosen 
Marian shrines or sanctuaries in a 
Rosary marathon to help end the 
coronavirus pandemic. Every day of 
the month is characterised by a prayer 
intention for people most affected 
by the plight of the pandemic. Watch 
here: www.youtube.com/vaticannews

SAINTS AND FEASTS                              
24.05 Our Lady, Help of Christians, 
Patron of Australia
25.05 St Bede the Venerable,  
25.05 St Gregory VII,  
25.05 St Mary Magdalene de Pazzi
26.05 St Philip Neri
27.05  St Augustine of Canterbury

through the witness of the evangelist, 
intend to make effective for us, too, 
the experience and the reality of the 
mission of salvation and life that God 
has in store through the Son for all 
those who believe. 

The witness of the Spirit has a two-
fold focus. First focus is in the Spirit’s 
witness on behalf of Jesus. A second 
aspect of this witness is that the Spirit 
gives power to the community of 
believers not to identify themselves as 
abandoned or forsaken, but rather as 
empowered and sent to bear witness to 
the world that in the events of the Son 
God’s love has indeed been made real 
and present for all the world.

The Spirit teaches us that sin at its 
heart is not a matter of actions or 
morality, but has to do with whether 
and how we will receive and believe 
in the Son as the one whom God has 
sent into the world. 

Salvation has indeed come in the 
fulfillment of the Son’s mission.  
- workingpreacher.org 

Let Us Pray
Recently deceased: Sr Joan 
Reynolds, Sr Margaret Keane 
RSJ, Anne Arcus, Gary 
Taylor, Frank Mills.

Anniversaries: May Walker,  
Sylvia Condon, Harold Gooley, 
Patrick Creagan, Dorothy Taylor,  
Searl Browning.
Time of need: Patrick Woodhouse, 
John Holmes, Shirley Cairns, Fr 
Anthony Lemon, Gladys and Alana 
Miles, Kelly McGrath, Margaret 
Walker, Margaret Lowry, Carol 
McBride, Ian Mercer, Dee Dee Lavell, 
Joyce Lake, Brian Burns, Shelly and 
Joseph Singh, Peter Murphy, Ron de 
Costa, Kevin Donaghy, Claire Melene, 
Trisha Lloyd, Camilla Reynolds, Peter 
Colville, Fr Andrew Benton.
Deceased priests of the Diocese: 
James Young, Thomas Butler, 
Cornelius Hanly, John Fitz-Walter, 
Geoffrey Brennan.
Seminarians: Those training for the 
Diocese and those entering seminaries.

Last week we 
began our lessons 

for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation with 
both child and parent 
attending. These sessions 
were held after school 
beginning at 5pm. We 
thank Miss Wells for 
leading these sessions.

This week, we will be celebrating 
St Patrick’s Feast day with a mass. 
At the end of the mass we will ask 
our new Year 6 student leaders to 
accept their badges and make their 
commitment to their roles for the 
year ahead.

Mr Greg Flint is our Leader of 
Catechesis. He works closely with 
Miss Wells to lead the Religious 
Education within our school.  

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL NEWS

Mr Flint works with teachers on 
their programming, planning, 
pedagogical practices and ensuring 
they implement a Catholic 
Worldview into their lessons. He 
also helps to lead the formation of 
staff in our community too.
Blessings for the week ahead,
Renay Condon.

SAVE THE DATE
MAR 16: Bishop Greg’s Lenten talk, 
St Carthage’s Cathedral at 6pm.
17: Annointing Mass, OLOL 5.30pm
AUG 1: Feast of St John
Prayer Group
Mary of the Angelus Prayer 
meeting every Wednesday 
at 10am in the chapel at Mamre 
House, 2 Burringbar Street, Mullum. 
All Welcome. Enquiries or prayer 
requests 0431 477445.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Only Begotten Son of God, born of 
the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true 
God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, and by the 
Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and 
was buried, and rose again on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead and his 
kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with 
the Father and the Son is adored and 
glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and 
apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins and I look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

Annointing Mass
At Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Brunswick Heads this Thursday 17th 
March at 5.30pm. All welcome.

Adult Faith Formation
Have you ever wanted to do an 
on-line faith-based course? The 
Lismore Diocese is now one of over 
100 dioceses around the world, and 
five in Australia, to partner with the 
Virtual Learning Community for 
Faith Formation (VLCFF) at the 
University of Dayton. With over 100 
courses available of between three 
and five weeks’ duration and at a cost 
of about $65AUS, this is the chance 
to engage in a topic of interest.

Cycle 3 is now open (closes April 
7). Information about the can be 

found on the St Agnes Catholic Parish 
Port Macquarie website. Brochures are 
also at the back of the church. Further 
information: Tony Worner VLCFF.
LismoreDiocese@stagnesparish.org.au

Greg Flint

World Day of Prayer
Vanuatu 2021
Last Friday we shared a wonderful 
prayer service at St John’s Church. 
We listened to the women of Vanuatu 
sing and we prayed to give them 
healing and  hope. 

Many thanks to everyone who came 
along and all those who helped make 
the service a success. Special thanks 
to Valerie Murphy who shared some 
reflective thoughts on “How to Build 
our Lives on a Strong Foundation”.

High School Open Days 2021
Xavier Catholic College, Skennars 
Head. Open Night March 15 at 6pm. 
Ph: 66180180 

St John’s College Woodlawn, 
Lismore. Open Night March16. 
Bookings essential. Ph: 6626 2600

Trinity Catholic College, Lismore.
School Tours March 17-31
by bookings only Ph: 6627 6600

Mt St Patrick’s College, 
Murwillumbah. Open Night  
March 18, 5-6.30pm. Ph: 6672 2340

Father David away
Father David will be unavailable from 
Sunday 14th -Wednesday 17th March.
A duty priest at Ballina is available for 
Emergency call outs. Ph: 6681 1048 
or after hours mobile: 0423 445 639.

A Prayer for our 
HSC Students
(Exams: Nov 9 - Dec 3)
Let us pray for the young men and 
women as they undertake their final 
assessments and enter into exams.

God, we ask that they especially 
feel your closeness during this time. 

Give them calm hearts and quiet 
confidence in the knowledge that 
you hold them in the palm of your 
hand.

Bless them the ability to graps 
things correctly. 

Point out the beginning, direct 
their progress and help them in 
the completion of each of their 
responses.

Holy Spirit, send them your gifts of 
wisdom and knowledge.

We ask this through Chrtist Our 
Lord. Amen.

Ordination to Priesthood
Deacon Prodencio Bacuso Bognay has 
been accepted for Priestly Ordination 
within our Diocese. He will be 
ordained at St Carthage’s Cathedral 
on Wednesday 8th Dec at 6pm by 
Bishop Gregory Homeming OCD. We 
ask you to keep him in your prayers.

If you would like to attend the 
Ordination please call St Carthage’s 
Cathedral Office on 6626 0200 or 
email: office@stcarthages.org.au

Advent 2021 Daily Videos
Bruce Downes from The Catholic 
Guy Ministry invites you to ‘Expect 
the Unexpected’ this Advent with 
free Advent daily devotional videos. 
Starting 28th Nov, receive short 
inspirational videos. Visit: https://
brucedownes.org/registerforadvent/ 

Synod Submissions
Catholics across Australia are being 
consolidated for the next international 
Synod of Bishops, which has the 
theme: “For a Synodal Church: 
Communion, Participation and 
Mission”. Pope Francis asks us to 
dream of a renewed church where all 
people feel that they have a home and 
can participate.

We are encouraged to prayerfully 
reflect and make submissions via a 
user-friendly online portal. All people 
are encouraged to meet in groups 
or submit individually. Multiple 
submissions are welcome.

These submissions will comprise the 
report from the Diocese of Lismore for 
the 2023 Synod. http://www.catholic.
org.au/synodalchurch

Supporting Disabled
Friday 3rd December marks the 
International Day of People with 
Disability and provides an opportunity 
to celebrate the lives, contributions 
and achievements of the 4.4 million 
Australians with disability. 

The day aims to raise awareness and 
take steps towards a more inclusive 
and accessible community. The 
United Nations announced the official 
theme this year as: “Leadership 
and participation of persons with 
disabilities toward an inclusive, 
accessible and sustainable post-
COVID-19 world”. 

Prayer for International Day 
of People with Disability 
God of all people, 

You have made us in your image, 
delighting in your creation. Help us 
to see and receive each person as a 
beloved and unique part of your body. 

We are all part of the Body of Christ. 
You desire all people to use their gifts 

to enrich the world around them. 
Help us to celebrate and support the 

participation and leadership of people 
with disability in our communities. We 
are all part of the Body of Christ. 

You give and sustain life, opening 
ways of thinking and doing that allow 
all to grow. Help us to be inclusive  

in welcoming people with disability 
as a vital part of “us”. 

We are all part of the Body of Christ. 
We ask this through Christ, who lives 

within us and calls us all to fullness of 
life. Amen.



To include news in the newsletter,  
email us by Tuesday morning:  

mullumbimby@lismore.catholic.org.au

Special appeals (to date)
Catholic Mission Sunday: $314.50 
(Received by Parish only)

SAVE THE DATE
NOV 29: Mass for Sr Margaret
DEC 1: PPC Meeting, 4pm Parish 
Resource Room.
12: Annual Picnic by the Creek.
19: Parish Thank you Morning Tea 
for volunteers, St John’s Hall 9am.

Saints and Feasts
30.11 St Andrew, Apostle
03.12 St Francis Xavier
04.12 St John Damascene

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL 
On Friday we asked 
students to dress in 
bright Christmas 

colours and bring a gold 
coin donation to raise money 
for the St Vincent de Paul 
Christmas appeal. As the 
Christmas period can be a 
challenging time, all money 
raised will be donated to 
families in need.

This is my final Parish 
bulletin piece as Friday 
was my last day. I made the 
difficult decision to leave St 
John’s to be closer to family after 
a tricky couple of years during 
lockdowns and border closures. 
It truly was a difficult decision 
as I have been blessed with this 
opportunity to have worked with 
such lovely families, staff, students 
and parishioners over the past 4 
years. 

Thank you so much for your warm 
welcome and support over this time. 
I wish everyone all the very best and 
also wish you a very merry Christmas. 
May it be spent with loved ones and 
full of very many special memories. 
So until we meet again may God bless 
you and keep you safe,   
Renay Condon

Mass for Sr Margaret
Fr David will celebrate 
a Mass of Thanksgiving 
for the life of Sr 
Margaret Keane at 
St John’s Church on 
Monday 29th November 
at 5.15pm. All welcome. 

Christmas by the Creek
The Nicholls’ annual Chrismas 
by the Creek picnic hosted 
by Judy and Mike at their 
property will be held on 
December 12. More details 
to come. All welcome.

Volunteer Morning Tea
The parish will host a morning tea 
to thank all the volunteers that have 
helped to keep the churches running 
during this year. This includes 
our lectors, eucharistic ministers, 
flower arrangers, PPC and Finance 
Council members, volunteer cleaners, 
organisers, sacristans, welcomers, 
organists - and all that lend a hand 
keeping our parish operating. We 
invite you to a morning tea in St 
John’s Hall after Mass on Sunday 19th 
December. Please RSVP on the list in 
the churches for catering purposes.

The Joyful Season of Advent 
All of us are on a journey home 

to our God.  During this season of 
Advent we are invited to pause and 
take the time to reflect not only on 
our journey but also that of those who 
have gone before us.  To assist us 
we will have Scriptures, images and 
stories.  This week we are greeted 
with the image of Mary and Joseph, 
journeying to Bethlehem for the 
census. How do I make my journey 
through life?

Vale Sr Joan Reynolds
Sister Joan Reynolds died peacefully 
last Friday night, 19 November at 
Mary’s Grange. Sr Joan was based at 
Mamre Retreat with Fr Bill Mills for 
many years. Her Mass for Christian 
Burial will be held on Tuesday 30th 
Nov at 11am at St Mary’s Chapel.

Farewell to Renay
On 10th October, I 
announced to the Parish 
the resignation of Renay 
Condon, Principal of St 
John’s Catholic School, 
Mullumbimby.

As Renay nears her final day as 
Principal of St John’s School, we 
sincerely wish her all the best in her 
future leadership in the Brisbane 
Catholic School scene. 

Thank you Renay for ‘Making 
Jesus real!’ at St John’s and for your 
dedication toward improving the 
ongoing viability and vitality of the 
School, especially in relation to the 
new and exciting school building 
Project for 2022. 

On many occasions through your 
informative Parish Bulletin Notices, 
you have wished your readers 
‘Blessings for the week ahead!’; we 
now ‘Wish you blessings for the years 
ahead with family, friends and faith!’

 Fr David Gilbey, 
Parish Administrator


