A reading from the holy Gospel according to
John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with his
sight restored.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He
spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over the
eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of
Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and
washed himself, and came away with his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said,
‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the
same one.” Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.” The man himself
said, ‘I am the man.’

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had
been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s
eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he
said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and [ washed, and I can see.” Then
some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does
not keep the sabbath.” Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs
like this?’ And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to
the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now
that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through
and through, since you were born!” And they drove him away.

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said
to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,” the man replied
‘tell me who he is so that [ may believe in him.” Jesus said, ‘You are
looking at him; he is speaking to you.” The man said, ‘Lord, I
believe’, and worshipped him.

Reflection

Humans see and judge by appearances, but God looks into the heart,
and there finds the real person. God’s standards are not superficial, as
are so many of the standards of the world. It is not age, beauty or
physical strength that is important; it is not social position or religious
role that is preferred. God chooses whom God chooses. God saw in
David, the insignificant shepherd, the potential for being the chief
shepherd of his people. The man who was born blind became the one
through whom others would see the mighty works of God. Yet, nei-
ther young David nor the man in the gospel made the initial step; each
simply responded with openness to God’s choice of him.

(Continued on page three)
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4th Sundayv of Lent, Year A

1st Reading
1 Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13

Psalm Response
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.

2nd Reading
Ephesians 5:8-14

Gospel Acclamation
Glory to you, Word of God,
Lord Jesus Christ!

I am the light of the world, says
the Lord; whoever follows me
will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God,
Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel
John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

Next weeks
readings

5th Sunday of Lent, Year A

1st Reading
Ezekiel 37:12-14

Psalm Response
Psalm 129. R.v.7

2nd Reading
Romans 8:8-11

Gospel
John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33-45
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Parish Website
https://mullumbimbycatholic.com.au

Parish Email
mullumbimby@lismore.catholic.org.au

Parish Pastor

Fr David Gilbey
Phone: (02) 6685 6260
Mobile: 0419 401 447

Parish Office

15 Murwillumbah Rd,

(P O Box 27)
Mullumbimby NSW 2482
Office hours

Tuesday 8.30-5pm
Wednesday 8.30-5pm
Parish Secretary
Charmaine Patterson

ROSTERS

19 & 22 March

O.L.O.L. 19 March
Readers: Frances G
Minister of

Communion:
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Minister of
Communion:

Carolyn S

22 March
Paul B

Anna A

BULLETIN ARTICLE DEADLINE
Please send in any notices or
information for the Bulletin by
Tuesday Spm

mullumbimby@lismore.catholic.org.au
With thanks Charmaine

WEEKLY MASSES
O.L.O.L. Brunswick Heads
Thursday 5.30pm
St John’s Mullumbimby
Sunday 8am

WEEKDAY LITURGY

O.L.O.L. Brunswick Heads
Christian Meditation
Tuesday 9.30am

Wednesday Adoration
6pm-7pm
St John’s Mullumbimby

Friday Adoration
9am -10am

O.L.O.L. Brunswick Heads
Reconciliation
Thursdays Spm—5.20pm

PLANNED GIVING CONTRIBUTION

Phone: (02) 6684 2106

Parish School

St John’s Primary School
Principal

Dave Birmingham
Phone: (02) 6684 2386

ENVELOPES / DIRECT DEBIT

Option 1: Collection Boxes at Church entrance
Option 2: Church Collection Plate
Option 3: Direct Debit, details as follows

1st COLLECTION (Clergy) 2nd COLLECTION (Parish)
BSB: 082 729 BSB 082 729

Our Churches A/C: 5097 97032 A/C: 5097 96718
St John’s Church, Mullumbimby
Our Lady of Lourdes, Thank you for your continued

Parish financial support.

Th I‘\k W Fr David Gilbey

Brunswick Heads

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM - ST JOHN’S PARISH 2026

First Reconciliation: Term 1 Year 4
Practice: Thursday 19 March at 4pm
Sacrament: Thursday 19 March at 4.30pm

O.L.O.L. Church, Brunswick Heads
O.L.O.L. Church, Brunswick Heads

Confirmation: Term 2 Year 3

Practice: Thursday 25 June at 4pm St John’s Church, Mullumbimby
Sacrament: Wednesday 1 July at 5Spm St John’s Church, Mullumbimby

First Holy Communion: Term 3 Year 4

Practice: Thursday 3 Sept at 4pm 0O.L.O.L. Church, Brunswick Heads
Sacrament: Sunday 6 Sept at 8am St John’s Church, Mullumbimby £
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Please pray for the children of St John’s Parish preparing to receive these Sacraments; |gad S
that Jesus may continue to be a loving presence in their lives. h
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Please Pray for the Recently Deceased.
Mary Polidano, Ann Steengaard (nee Gilbey),
Harry William Jenkins, Anthony John Mills.

Those whose Anniversaries occur at this time:
Robert (Mick) Bellenger, May Walker, Harold Patrick Walker, Jack Walker,
Mary Nicholson, Terry Godbee, Patricia Boyle, Frank, Vince & Betty Walker.

Y

As a faith community, we pray with our brothers and sisters in their time of need: Mary Collins.
(Due to Privacy Laws, names are only placed on this list when requested by the sick person or family member and will remain on this list for
at least 6 weeks. As we are not aware if illness improves or continues, you are welcome to make a further request for inclusion)

Deceased priests of the Diocese - March
Frs: Frederick James Fry, Francis Aloysius McEvoy, Daniel Troy, John Colahan,
Daniel Lawton, William Mills.




(Continued from front page) Reflection

By what criteria do we judge others? Do we consider some people too insignificant for greatness? Are we
overly concerned with status? Do we categorise people according to the disease or physical limitation that
they must endure? Do we sometimes blame them for their disability? Do our eyes perceive life in accord
with the standards of a materialistic, body-orientated, pleasure-seeking society? Or do we look into the
other’s heart, as God does?

As with the other scrutiny Sundays, catechumens and long-standing members alike are exhorted to make a

choice. Jesus is the one who gives sight to blind eyes and religious insight to those open to receive it.
However, there is a price to pay. Will it be the standards of the world, or the power of God in Jesus Christ?

© Dianne Bergant CSA
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ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC PARISH
EASTER SERVICES 2026

ASPIRE
Bishop Greg will be starting the ASPIRE
Young Adult Spiritual Formation next month for Holy Thursday - 2 April - 5.30pm

young adults aged 18-35. QR Code below. Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Brunswick Heads

Y Good Friday - 3 April - 10am

\ \ l)l l éi Stations of the Cross
= s : 5 Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Brunswick Heads
Young Adult Spiritual Formation .
with Bishop Greg Homeming, OCD Good Friday (Liturgy) - 3 April - 3pm
Good Friday Service
Wednesday, 18 March St John’s Church, Mullumbimby
Monday, 4 May Easter Sunday - 5 April - 8am
Thursday, I8 June St John’s Church, Mullumbimby

Monday, 27 July
Friday, 14 August
Monday, 7 September
Monday, 12 October HOLY SPIRIT EASTER SERVICES 2026 ’w§

Easter Sunday (Liturgy) - 5 April - 9.30am
Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Brunswick Heads

[y 2 tovamter Holy Thursday - 2 April - 7pm

O 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM St Kevin’s, Bangalow

Good Friday - 3 April - 3pm
St Finbarr’s Church, Byron Bay

Microsoft Teams
Login: 471422 568 74059

Password: DB946Sp6 The Easter Vigil (Saturday) - 4 April - 6.30pm

St Finbarr’s Church, Byron Bay

AI Easter Sunday - 5 April - 9.30am
~ | St Kevin’s, Bangalow

Interest Rate — 3.40%
B | tment For further information and our current interest rate, please visit our website
ps P www.dif.org.au or contact us on 1800 802 516

Saf arding Offi

The Safeguarding Office is available:
to listen to your concerns respectfully, offer support, and provide guidance in
embedding Safeguarding Standards.

Phone (02) 6621 9444 email:safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au

— . e | —
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WEEKLY

Confession
Thursdays 5-5.20pm
Our Lady of Lourdes,
Brunswick Heads

MONTHLY

Sunday Morning Tea

Ist Sunday

St John’s Church,
Mullumbimby, after Mass

Coffee Gathering
2nd Wednesday 10.30am,
Mullumbimby Ex Services Club

Rosary Team Meeting
2nd Saturday

Day and time to be advised
monthly in Bulletin

UPCOMING DATES

Chrism Mass 2026

St Carthage’s Cathedral,
Lismore

23 March, Monday 11am

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC PARISH
WEEKLY MASSES

St Finbarr’s, BYRON BAY
Friday 9.30am
Saturday 6pm

St Kevin’s, BANGALOW
Sunday 9.30am

ST JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Link to newsletter

Home - St John's Primary School Mullumbimby
Last week, our leadership team was invited by the Diocese of Lismore to present at
the Education Leaders Conference. The audience included all Principals within the
Diocese, alongside leadership and team leads from the Catholic Schools Office.

We were requested to share the journey of St John’s Primary School in implementing
the Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) framework (HIKE). Having launched
this initiative at the start of 2024, we presented a data-driven analysis of how our ac-
tions in supporting students have led to measurable improvements in behaviour and
school culture.

The following data points were shared to illustrate the significant positive impact of
the PBL approach on our community compared to the previous year:

1. Student Engagement and Wellbeing

- Sense of Enjoyment: 2025 data shows a 94% mean score for student enjoyment at
school, a notable increase from approximately 88% in 2024.

- Value Schooling Outcomes: The percentage of students who value their schooling
outcomes has risen to 84%, up from roughly 75% in the previous year.

2. Positive Social Environment

- Positive Behaviour at School: Our core metric for student behaviour currently sits
at 84%, showing growth from the 2024 baseline of 79%.

- Positive Relationships: Reported positive peer relationships have increased

to 87%, compared to 83% in 2024.

3. School and Learning Climate

- Positive Learning Climate: On a 10-point scale, the learning climate has improved
to a 6.5 mean, up from 5.7 in 2024.

- Teacher-Student Relations: The quality of relationships between staff and students
has reached a 7.5 mean score, showing a steady upward trend from last year's 7.3.

Our team emphasised that these results are the product of using behaviour data to
inform specific, proactive actions. By identifying trends through this data, Laura
McEvoy (Leader of Pastoral Care) and Riley O'Leary (Leader of Inclusion) have been
able to tailor support structures that ensure every student can thrive in a predictable
and supportive environment.

The Diocese and attending Principals recognised St John's as a model for how con-
sistent PBL implementation can lead to a demonstrable "hedonic" shift, where stu-
dents truly enjoy their learning and feel more connected to their teachers and peers.
The invitation to present at a Diocesan level is a testament to the hard work of all staff
at St John’s. The feedback from the Catholic Schools Office and fellow Principals was
overwhelmingly positive, recognising our school as a leader in the effective imple-
mentation of the PBL framework. We look forward to continuing this journey and fur-
ther refining our practices to support every student's success.

Blessings, Dave Bermingham
Principal of St John’s Primary School

1 Pressure cleaning
House cleaning

and Pressure
cleaning

0433535810

House cleaning, Windows, Business and Office, Construction cleaning, Walls,

Call Giovanni

| CHINCOGAN
|| REAL ESTATE / §§
Nicci Nelson

M. 0488 947 227 Licensed Real Estate Agent

E. nicci@chincogan.com.au
www.chincogan.com.au
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