Parish Invocation: Father | love you, Jesus | thank you, Holy Spirit help us
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“ am here among you as one who serves.” Luke 22:27
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Brunswick Valley
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he holy Gospel according to Matthew

Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else?
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A reading from

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his
disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got
to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John
what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the
Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who does
not lose faith in me.’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people
about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man
wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be
found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet?
Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom
scripture says: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he
will prepare your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the
children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never
been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he
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Reflection
‘A Church that sets no limits to love, that knows no enemies to fight
but only men and women to love, is the Church that the world needs
today’, says Pope Leo.
The Pope is very concerned to bring us back to the essentials of our
Faith. He speaks of ‘caring for the poor’, for instance, as ‘a beacon as
it were of evangelical light.’
Similarly, he speaks of how ‘love for the poor — whatever the form
their poverty may take — is the evangelical hallmark of a Church faith-
ful to the heart of God.’
In short, the Pope is reminding us that we proclaim Christ most effec-
tively when we are Christ-like in our attitudes and actions towards
others. This is most especially true when we are dealing with those in
need or otherwise on the margins of society.
‘The dominant culture’, the Pope suggests, ‘would have us abandon
the poor to their fate and consider them unworthy of attention, much
less our respect.” But, through our faith we see them differently. In the
poor, we see the suffering of Our Lord himself. This is a message
worth proclaiming to the world.
‘For Christians,’ the Pope affirms, ‘the poor are not a sociological cat-
egory, but the very “flesh” of Christ.” In that sense, we are always
challenged to prepare for our Lord by being open to encountering him
anywhere there is need. © Nick Brodie
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14 December 2025

3rd Sunday of Advent, Year A

1st Reading:
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10

Psalm:
(R.) Lord, come and save us.

2nd Reading:
James 5:7-10

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me; he sent me to bring
Good News to the poor.

Alleluia!

Gospel:
Matthew 11:2-11

Next weeks
readings

4th Sunday of Advent, Year A

1st Reading:
Isaiah 7:10-14

Psalm:
Ps23:1-6 Rseew 7. 10

2nd Reading:
Romans 1:1-7

Gospel:
Matthew 1:18-24




St John’s Catholic Parish
Brunswick Valley

Address: 15 Murwillumbah Road
PO Box: 27 Mullumbimby 2482

mullumbimby@lismore.catholic.org.au

Parish Pastor

Fr David Gilbey
Phone: (02) 6685 6260
Mobile: 0419 401 447

Parish Office

Office hours

Tuesday 8.30-5pm
Wednesday 8.30-5pm
Parish Secretary

Charmaine Patterson
Phone: (02) 6684 2106

Parish School

St John’s Primary School
Principal

Dave Birmingham
Phone: (02) 6684 2386

Our Church’s
St John’s Church Mullumbimby
Our Lady of Lourdes Brunswick
Heads

ROSTERS WEEKDAY MASSES
18 & 21 December 2025 0.L.O.L. Brunswick Heads
O.L.O.L. 18 December Thursday 5.30pm
Reader: Mark R St John’s Mullumbimby
Minister of Sunday 8am
Communion: Lisa R Weekday Liturgy
St John’s 21 December O.L.O.L. Brunsw.ick.Heads
Reader: Vivianne P Christian Meditation
- Tuesday 9.30am
Minister of )
Communion: Anna A Wednesday Adoration
6pm-7pm
BULLETIN ARTICLE St John’s Mullumbimby
DEADLINE Friday Adoration
Please send in any notices or 9am -10am
information for the Bulletin by 0.L.O.L. Brunswick Heads
. Tuesday Spm Reconciliation
mullumbimby@lismore.catholic.org.au hursd 5 590
With thanks Charmaine Thursdays Spm—5.20pm

PLANNED GIVING CONTRIBUTION
ENVELOPES / DIRECT DEBIT
Option 1: Collection Boxes at Church entrance
Option 2: Church Collection Plate
Option 3: Direct Debit, details as follows
1st COLLECTION (Clergy) 2nd COLLECTION (Parish)
BSB: 082 729 BSB 082 729
A/C: 5097 97032 A/C: 5097 96718
Thank you for your continued Parish financial support. Fr David Gilbey

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2026 FOR SALE - $10
See Silvana to pay and collect calendar or ph 0414 315 939

24 December - Christmas Eve

7pm St John’s, Mullumbimby
25 December - Christmas Day

8am St John’s, Mullumbimby

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
ST JOHN’S PARISH - Brunswick Valley HOLY SPIRIT PARISH - Bangalow/Byron Bay

24 December - Christmas Eve

5.30pm Our Lady of Lourdes, Brunswick Heads 5.30pm St Kevin’s, Bangalow

8pm St Finbarr’s, Byron Bay
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o] 7.30am St Finbarr’s, Byron Bay |

Til N 9.30am St Kevin’s, Bangalow

Please Pray for the Recently Deceased
Carmel Jeffery, Denise O’Donnell, Fernanda Marinelli.

Those whose Anniversaries occur at this time

Antonio Pinna, James Jonathon Roberts, Searl Browning, Harold Gooley,

Athol Sawtell, Anne Carolan, Sheila & Bruce Pentland,
Robert (Mick) Bellenger.

As a faith community, we pray with our brothers and sisters in their time of need
Paul Murphy, Martin Taylor, Jan Mangleson, Anne Carolan, Mary Pollidano.
(Due to Privacy Laws, names are only placed on this list when requested by the sick person or family member and will remain
on this list for at least 6 weeks. As we are not aware if illness improves or continues,
you are welcome to make a further request for inclusion)

Deceased priests of the Diocese - December
Frs: Jeremiah Joseph Dineen, Patrick Kerwick, John Conway, Thomas Farrelly, Michael Quinn.




ADVENT
PRAYER for 3rd Sunday of Advent

Our Father, as we enter this Third Sunday of Advent,
we pause in joyful anticipation of the coming of Your light into our lives.
May our hearts be filled with hope and love,
guiding us to spread Your peace to all.
Help us to prepare our souls for the joy of Your presence. Amen.

CHRISTMAS BY THE CREEK

A big “Thank You” to Mike and Judy Nicholls for once again hosting “Christmas by the Creek™ at their
lovely property at Main Arm. Many parishioners enjoyed good food, a relaxing day with friends under the
shade of the camphor laurel trees and many enjoyed cooling off in the beautiful creek. It was a great way
to finish the year. Thank you Mike and Judy for making it possible and providing such a great venue.

JUBILEE ART PRIZE
AWARDS CEREMONY

On Saturday 6 December, the community gathered at St Car-
thage’s Cathedral for the Jubilee Art Prize awards ceremony.
Bishop Greg Homeming OCD presented certificates to the
winners and shared his appreciation for the quality of the art-
works inspired by the Jubilee theme of Hope. Find out the list
of winners: lismorediocese.org/jubilee-art-prize

The 2026 Art Prize theme is 'The Face of Compassion'. More
information will be shared in the new year.

* DID YOU KNOW! 1st & 2nd COLLECTIONS

The 1st Collection is your donation to the support of our Priests and the Clergy of the Diocese.
The 2nd Collection is your donation to the upkeep and running of the Parish. This includes
expenses such as electricity, insurances, building maintenance and upkeep of Church equipment.

A sincere thank you to all that continue to support our parish through planned giving and weekly
collections. Your generosity supports the ongoing mission and pastoral life of our parish community.

Safeguarding Office.

The Safeguarding Office is available:
to listen to your concerns respectfully, offer support, and provide guidance in
embedding Safeguarding Standards.

hone (02) 6621 9444 email:safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au
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Interest Rate — 3.40%
? F;S;::;Zm For further information and our current interest rate, please visit our website
i www.dif.org.au or contact us on 1800 802 516



https://www.lismorediocese.org/jubilee-art-prize/
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WEEKLY
Confession
Thursdays 5-5.20pm
Our Lady of Lourdes,
Brunswick Heads

MONTHLY

Sunday Morning Tea

Ist Sunday

St John’s Church, Mullumbimby,
after Mass

Coffee Gathering
2nd Wednesday 10.30am,
Mullumbimby Ex Services Club

Rosary Team Meeting

2nd Saturday - 13 December
21 Yalla-Kool Drive,

Ocean Shores Ph 0406 949 645

OTHER UPCOMING
EVENTS

St John’s Primary School
Whole School Mass 9.30am
This Friday - 12 December

St John’s Church, Mullumbimby
Announcement of new Captains
2026 and learning growth
awards. All welcome.

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL
Link to St John’s Primary School Newsletter
St John's Primary School Mullumbimby eNewsletter

We are incredibly proud to share that our students have been busy
spreading kindness this festive season!

St John's recently partnered with Feros Care
for their
"More the Merrier" campaign. |

Our students have been hard at work
designing and writing heartfelt Christmas cards
to be delivered to seniors who might otherwise be
spending the holidays alone.

It was a beautiful opportunity for our students to learn about empathy,
community connection, and the power of a simple gesture.

A big thank you to Feros Care
for allowing us to
"be someone for someone" this Christmas.

Best wishes for the week ahead!
Dave Bermingham, Principal of St JohnG&

HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC PARISH
WEEKLY MASSES

St Finbarr's, BYRON BAY
Friday 9.30am
Saturday 6pm

St Kevin’s, BANGALOW
Sunday 9.30am

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
ST JOHN’S CONFERENCE

Thank you to Parishioners for donations to the Poor
Box $932.15 and the Vinnie’s Winter Appeal $230.

ROSARY MEETING
Saturday 13 December at9.30am
at Dorothy Bakers home,
21 Yall&ool Drive, Ocean Shores
Ph 0406 949 645 all welcome.

Pressure cleaning

House cleaning
- and Pressure
cleaning

Call Giovanni

0433535810

House cleaning, Windows, Business and Office, Construction cleaning, Walls,

- CHINCOGAN
||REAL ESTATE / §§
Nicci Nelson

M. 0488 947 227 Licensed Real state gent

E. nicci@chincogan.com.au
www.chincogan.com.au



https://www.mbyplism.catholic.edu.au/enews?nid=95

