
Mullumbimby“I am here among you as one who serves.” Luke 22:27

Serving the Catholic Community in the Brunswick Valley

Sunday 20th Sept, 2020. Year A
25th Sunday in Ord Time

St John’s Catholic Parish
Parish Invocation: Father I love you, Jesus I thank you, Holy Spirit help us

Continued on Page 3

Liturgy this Week
 This week’s Readings

Is 55:6-9; Phil 1:20-24, 27;  
Mt 20:1-16.

Entrance Antiphon
I am the salvation of the people, 

says the Lord. Should they cry to 
me in any distress, I will hear them, 

and I will be their Lord for ever. 
Penitential Rite

Have mercy on us, O Lord.
R: For we have sinned against you.

Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
R: And grant us your salvation. 

Psalm Response
The Lord is near to all who call him.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!  

Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to 
the words of your Son. Alleluia!

Communion Antiphon
You have laid down your precepts to 

be carefully kept; may my ways be 
firm in keeping your statutes.

Next week’s Readings
Ezek 18:25-28; Phil 2:1-11; 

Mt 21:28-32.

Gloria and Apostles’ Creed  
on back page

In today’s Gospel, Jesus moves from 
Galilee to teach in Judea where he 
is sought out by great crowds and 
tested by the Pharisees on issues such 
as marriage and divorce. Jesus also 
encounters a rich young man who is 
unable to accept Jesus’ demand that he 
leave his possessions to follow him. 
Jesus’ response to the rich young man 
sounds very much like the conclusion 
we will find in today’s Gospel: the first 
will be last and the last will be first.

On the surface, the parable of the 
workers in the vineyard appears to be 
an offense to common sense. Those 
who work a longer day ought to be 
paid more than those who work just 
an hour or two. When viewed in this 
way, the landowner seems unfair. That 
is because we are reading into the 
parable our own preconceived notions 
of how fairness and equality should be 
quantified.

A close read shows us that the 
landowner paid on the terms that were 
negotiated. The landowner, it seems, 
has acted completely justly. The 
parable goes beyond that, however, 
and we come to see that the landowner 

is not simply just, he is exceptionally 
just. He is radically just. He has 
given those who labored in the field 
for a full day their due pay. But he 
has also given a full-day’s wage to 
those who worked only a single hour. 
No one is cheated, but a few receive 
abundantly from the landowner just 
as we receive from God more than 
what is merely justifiable or due. 

God, like the landowner, is radically 
just and abundantly generous. The 
workers who complain are made to 
look foolish as they lament the fact 
that landowner has made all workers 
equal. Indeed, what more could one 
ask for than to be treated as an equal 
at work or anywhere else?

The parable reminds us that 
although God owes us nothing, he 
offers abundantly and equally. We are 
occasionally tempted to think that our 
own actions deserve more reward, 
more of God’s abundant mercy, than 
the actions of others. But God’s 
generosity cannot be quantified or 
partitioned into different amounts for 
different people. When we think that 

Mass/Service Times:
 WEEKDAY SERVICES

Brunswick Heads 
Thursday

Adoration and Rosary 5pm
Readings, Vespers, Communion 5.30pm

WEEKEND MASSES
Brunswick Heads

Saturday Vigil 5pm
Mullumbimby
Sunday 8am

Abundance and equality



St John’s Catholic Parish, Mullumbimby

Contact Information

St John’s Primary School
Mullumbimby

Renay Condon
Principal

www.mbyplism.catholic.edu.au

11 Murwillumbah Road, Mullumbimby
Phone: 66842386

SAINTS AND FEASTS                                                        
wikipedia

21.09 St Matthew, Apostle and 
Evangelist 
23.09 St Pius of Pietrelcina - Padre 
Pio, also known as Saint Pio of 
Pietrelcina (1887-1968), was an 
Italian friar, priest, stigmatist and 
mystic. Born Francesco Forgione, 
he was given the name of Pius when 
he joined the Order of Friars Minor 
Capuchin. Padre Pio became famous 
for exhibiting stigmata for most of 
his life, thereby generating much 
interest and controversy. He was both 
beatified (1999) and canonized (2002) 
by Pope John Paul II. The Sanctuary 
of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina is located 
in San Giovanni Rotondo, Province of 
Foggia, Italy.

16.09 Sts Cosmas and Damian

Until further notice only ONE 
Lector will be rostered on

Rosters: 26/27 September

OLOL 
Mary Ashton

ST JOHN’S
Ruth Manley

The Catholic Diocese of Lismore Safeguarding Office
If you or a person close to you has been abused by someone working or ministering within the Diocese of Lismore,  
we ask you to contact us. We will listen to you respectfully, offer support and discuss options you have available to you.  
To contact the Safeguarding Office, please phone (02) 6621 9444 or email safeguarding@lismore.catholic.org.au

Address: 15 Murwillumbah Rd
(PO Box 27), Mullumbimby, 2482

Parish email: mullumbimby@
lismore.catholic.org.au

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Fr David Gilbey: 6685 6260
Emergencies: 0419 401 447 

PARISH MANAGER:  
Michelle Davies
Office: Wed & Thur 10am-5.30pm
Phone: 6684 2106

CHURCHES:
St John’s 
15 Murwillumbah Rd,
Mullumbimby
Our Lady of Lourdes
50 Mullumbimbi St,
Brunswick Heads
PARISH SCHOOL: 
St John’s Primary
Principal: Renay Condon
Phone: 6684 2386

Planned Giving by 
Direct Debit
1st Collection - Clergy Fund
Bank: NAB, 
Name: Presbyterium Account 
Mullumbimby Parish, 
BSB: 082-729, Acc: 50979 7032

2nd Collection - Parish Account
Bank: NAB, 
Name: St John’s Parish, 
BSB: 082-729, Acc: 50979 6718.

Most people pay their direct debit 
planned giving monthly, on the 15th 
of each month. Any questions? Please 
call Michelle in the office for more 
information.

Go to: 

www.lismorediocese.org
Click on the YouTube Channel link on 

the bottom right of the home page

Join Bishop Greg for Mass every Sunday on the 
Diocese of Lismore YouTube Channel

8am
The Diocesan Investment Fund - DIF -  

is a financial work of the Diocese of 
Lismore. The Fund offers one type of 

investment account to all our investors. 
This investment account has interest 

calculated on a daily balance. For more 
information about opening and operating 
an account please contact or phone the 

Fund on freecall 1800 802 526.

“INVEST WITH PEACE OF MIND”

www.dif.org.au

Current interest rate 
offered to investors

.90% pa

Season of Creation 
Pope Francis is encouraging us to 
participate in a Season of Creation, 
commencing September 1 and ending 
October 4, the Feast of St Francis 
of Assisi. We are called to prayer, 
reflection and action towards care of 
our common home, the planet Earth. 
See the Prayer for the Season of 
Creation on p4. Visit the website at: 
https://seasonofcreation.org/about/



Let Us Pray 
FOR THOSE:
Recently deceased: 
Hon John Fahey, Gloria Thorley, 
Mary Black, Dot Fletcher.
Anniversaries:   
Brian Arcus, Athol and Nell 
Sawtell, Fr Jim Reilly.
Time of need:  
Pat Dailhou, Brian Burns, Sr 
Margaret Keane, Shelly and Joseph 
Singh, Peter Murphy, Joyce Lake, 
Ron DeCosta, Bernadette McCabe, 
Kevin Donaghy, Claire Melene, 
Jim Donnelly, Trisha Lloyd, 
Camilla Reynolds, Peter Colville, 
Fr Andrew Benton, Samantha & 
Kate Holley, Stephen Buckley, and 
Betina Abbott.   
Please let us know if names should be 
removed from list.
Seminarians:
Those training for the Diocese and 
those entering seminaries.
We congratulate Prodencio Bognay 
who has been approved as a 
candidate for Holy Orders. 

We had our first ever 
Biathlon and it was a great 

success. The school was filled with 
bicycles and scooters. We were very 
fortunate to escape the rain and 
enjoyed sunny skies for the event. 
It was such a success that we will 
certainly be looking to hold another 
next year. Many thanks to Mr 
Palamara and staff for running the 
Biathlon and for the kids for being 
so enthusiastically involved.
Last week we had some major 

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL NEWS

From Page 1
way, we are trying to relate to God 
on our terms rather than to accept 
God’s radically different ways.  

- Loyola Press

ENROLLING FOR 2021

Holy Land Collection  
- This Sunday
In April, the Pope moved this 
traditional Good Friday collection 
to September due to the closure of 
churches during the Easter Holy 
Week celebrations. The Vatican has 
said that the date of the collection, 
which takes place on the eve of the 
Exaltation of the Cross, “will be a 
sign of rediscovered hope and of 
salvation after the Passion that many 
people now participate in, as well as 
solidarity with those who continue to 
live the Gospel of Jesus in the land 
where ‘it all began.’”
Blank envelopes are available at the 
back of each church. Please write Holy 
Land Collection on your envelope and 
place in the plate. Many thanks.

Office day changes
Michelle will be working Tuesday and 
Wednesday this week (Sept 22nd and 
23rd). 
The office will then be closed for two 
weeks. Michelle will return to work 
on Wednesday 14th October. Father 
David Gilbey will still be available for 
any urgent matters.

To include anything in the parish 
bulletins for the next three weeks, 
please send information to Michelle 
by this Tuesday (22nd) as she will be 
pre-printing the bulletins.

Sacramental Program 
Following the Bishop’s directive, we 
will not be running a Sacramental 
Program this year, 2020. Those 
who missed out this year can do the 
program in 2021.

plumbing work starting at the 
school repairing and upgrading 
some pipework. This work will be 
completed over the next few weeks. 
As such we will be revising play areas 
to ensure safety for our students.
Blessings for the week ahead,
Renay Condon

Friday Adoration
Held every Friday at  
St John’s Church,  
Mullumbimby.
Adoration 8.30-10am
Rosary 9.30am
Please do not attend if you have any 
signs of illness. All normal COVID 
rules are in place.

Finance Council Meeting
There will be a Finance Council 
Meeting on Wednesday 23rd 
September at 11am.

HSC prayer sponsors
Prayer Sponsors have been requested 
for Year 12 students at Mt St Patrick 
College in Murwillumbah during their 
HSC exams. If interested, ring the 
College (66722340) and leave details. 

Aged care concerns
More Australians are taking their 
elderly relatives out of aged care 
facilities as the COVID-19 pandemic 
continues to expose cracks in the 
troubled sector, new data shows. 
Research conducted by data 
consultancy firm Fifth Dimension 
showed 53 per cent of 1000 
Australians surveyed in August had 
lost faith in aged-care and 54 per cent 
were moving to take their relatives 
out of nursing homes. Just Better 
Care chief operating officer Alison 
Chandler, who delivers in-home 
aged care services, said she had been 
“inundated” with referrals since the 
pandemic started. Source: News.com.au.



l Masks should be worn by all 
attending our churches.
l Anyone who has been in 
Victoria or Greater Sydney in 
the last 14 days should not attend 
Mass in our churches.
l Limit of 48 people seated in St 
John’s Church, and 28 in Our 
Lady of Lourdes Church,
l Contact details must be 
recorded for each person 
entering the church (Name, 
Phone/Email),
l Social distancing of 1.5m must 
be maintained between each 
person. Household or other 
close contacts do not need to 
physically distance.
l Sit in marked positions, 
l Hygiene directions must be 
adhered to. Use hand sanitizer 
on entry and exit,
l No social gathering before or 
after Mass,
l No congregational singing,
l No Holy water,
l No Sign of peace,
l Holy Communion received on 
the hand only. No Chalice,
l Weddings - church size limits,
l Churches may open for: 
- Prayer
- Confession
- Mass/Services
- Baptism
- Funerals: church size limits.
- Weddings 
but only after contact with  
Fr David Gilbey.
Those who are unwell or at 
high risk should not attend any 
church. Those over 70 should 
exercise particular caution. 
The faithful are dispensed from 
all Holy Days of Obligation. 

Please read the Bishop’s 
directives on COVID 19 so you 
know what changes are in place.

Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people  
of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great 
glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, 
Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; 
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. 
Amen.

We have a 
COVID-19 Safety Plan 
and are committed to 

keeping you safe.

1.5m

Physical 
distancing

Hygiene and 
cleaning

Wellbeing of staff 
and customers

Record 
keeping

Provide feedback on this business 
at nsw.gov.au/covid-feedback

Prayer for the  
Season of Creation 
Creator of Life, 
At Your word, 
the Earth 
brought forth 
plants yielding 
seed and trees 
of every kind 
bearing fruit. 
The rivers, 
mountains, 
minerals, seas 
and forests 
sustained life. 
The eyes of all looked to You to 
satisfy the needs of every living 
thing. And throughout time the 
Earth has sustained life. Through 
the planetary cycles of days and 
seasons, renewal and growth, you 
open your hand to give creatures our 
food in the proper time. 

In your Wisdom, you granted a 
Sabbath; a blessed time to rest in 
gratitude for all that you have given; 
a time to liberate ourselves from 
vicious consumption; a time to 
allow the land and all creatures to 
rest from the burden of production. 
But these days our living pushes the 
planet beyond its limits. 

Our demands for growth, and our 
never· ending cycle of production 
and consumption are exhausting our 
world. The forests are leached, the 
topsoil erodes, the fields fail, the 
deserts advance, the seas acidify, the 
storms intensify. 

We have not allowed the land to 
observe her Sabbath, and the Earth 
is struggling to be renewed, 

During this Season of Creation, 
we ask you to grant us courage to 
observe a Sabbath for our planet. 
Strengthen us with the faith to trust 
in your providence. Inspire us with 
the creativity to share what we have 
been given. Teach us to be satisfied 
with enough. And as we proclaim 
a Jubilee for the Earth, send Your 
Holy Spirit to renew the face of 
creation. 

In the name of the One who 
came to proclaim good news to all 
creation, Jesus Christ.
Amen.


